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MTN | Signs Interconnect Agreement With Medallion

s the new Interconnect
regime determined by
the Nigerian
Communications
Commission NCC. takes
effect. Migeria's largest

Ericsson

arl-Henric  Svanberg,

President and Chief

Executive Officer of

Ericsson, the world's
leading telecom end-to-end
solutions provider has dis-
closed that Ericsson is
implementing a more cus-
tomer-oriented organization
with three business units.
cach optimized for its specif-
ic market segment.

According 1o a release
made available to THISDAY,
Ericsson is set to leverage its
position in mobile networks,
services, transmission and
expand its leadership in next
generation converging 1P-
networks with a focus on
multimedia applications and
services.

Svanberg  stated that
Ericsson sees opportunities
to further strengthen its mar-
ket and technology leader-
ship by developments in the
broadband industry - fixed as
well as mobile - coupled with
the move toward next gener-
ation nefworks that will cre-
ate iminense possibilities for
richer multimedia services
that will accelerate opportu-
nities for growth.
Multimedia is an area with
obvious business opportuni-
ties and potentially a power-
ful driver for increasing net-
work capacity and invest-
ments by operators.

According to Svanberg.
the new organization will
have an even stronger cus-
tomer focus and pave the

way for  continuously
improving efficiency in all
areas. Also, to further

strengthen Encsson's tech-
nology leadership, an addi-
tional 500 engineers will be
recruited to  accelerate
research, especially in the
area of next generation IP-
neiworks and multimedia
technology. -

The new Ericsson organi-
zation will have three busi-
ness units; Networks, Global
Services and Multimedia.

The integration  of
Ericsson's network opera-
tions into the Networks busi-
ness unit, according to
Svanberg, will enable a
focused solutions offering
that supports converging and
more cost-efficient opera-
tions. The new unit will

PRl

By Efemn Nkanga.
GSM operator, MTN, has
embraced the new intercon-
nect regime introduced by
NCC by signing an inter-

connect agreement with
Medallion Communications
Limited.

MTN according to a
statement made available to
THISDAY signed the agree-

ment on the 25th of this
month.Medallion is a
licensed interconnect
exchange operator. This is
the first time MTN is going
into an interconnect agree-

Creates More Business Units

By Efem Nkanga.

include mobile and ﬁxcd
access, core and

ale synergies with telecom
operators in Nigeria and else-
whe’re providing them with

dge expertise and

networks as well as next gen-
eration IP-networks. Ericsson
is the world leader in mobile
networks and has a leading

position in fixed networks. -

have
500

The new unit will
approximately 21,
employees.

The Global Services busi-
ness unit comprises the pro-
fessional services and net-
work rollout units and will
continue to support operators
with technology evolution
and efficient operations. It
provides operators with
economies of scale and
proven expertise as well as
first class operations with
attendant considerable sav-
ings. Through its Global
Services operations, Ericsson
provides  round-the-clock
support to networks with 725
million subscribers and man-
ages networks with 65 mil-
lion subscribers. This unit,
established in 1999 is unaf-
fected by the re-organization.
It has approximately 23,000
employees worldwide.

The new Multimedia
Business unit said Svanberg
will comprise the multimedia
units within the former sys-
tems business unit, enterprise

wﬂmud Farwkk CEO MTN and Amina O

ithe MMEO of Medallion Communications

business  umit. . Ericsson
mobile  platforms  and
Ericsson  Consumer &
Enterprise Laboratories
respectively. The new unit
will have approxi ly
4,000 employees.

. Leif Edwall, managing
director; Ericsson Nigeria
corroborating Ericsson's posi-
tioning to sustain its leader-
ship and drive innovation in
the telecom mduslry added

" experience
enabling them provide lead-

and in turn,

ing edge service, cost-effec-

tively.
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ment with any of the
licensed interconnect clear-
inghouses.

Medallion's intercon-
nect clearinghouse ser-
vices,the statefnent stated
would help MTN reduce
it's interconnect operating
cost by ensuring that the
number of links lo fixed
operators is minimized and
the use of network
resources optimized. It

would also enable fast and
efficient settlement of inter-
connect charges, and ensure
that payment for all calls
terminated on MTN's net-
work is guaranteed. The
reduction in operating cost
would be passed on to sub-
scribers on MTN's network
in the form of lower call tar-
iff, while ensuring a better
quality of service delivery
to the subscribers.

also of MTN and

MTN Slash Tariff, Introduces Xtra Connect for Families

n proof of its renewed com-
mitment to further connect
Nigerians with the

that "in the busi-"

ness, we have the content and .

application management, the
technical excellence and exe-
cution resources as well as
strong relationships with eon-
tent providers and operators.
And let's not forget another
strong asset, Sony Ericsson
Mobile Ci ications and

Tuesday, 19th ' intro-
duced a plethora of extraordinary

products, one: of which is Xira®

Connect, at .a special

press con
ference held at Dance Hall,

Planet One = Entertainment,

Maryland, Lagos. :
Specially designed for fami-
lies, Xtra Connect is an incentive

our ‘close relationship with
Seny - which further strength-
€NS OUr consumer perspective
for wpcr!or end-to-end offer-
ings".

The new organization, said
Edwall will further consoli-
date Ericsson's ability to cre-
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package which enables sub-
scribers to the network to make
calls and send SMS at amazingly
reduced rates. With the product,
peak and off-peak MTN o MTN
calls can now be made for N30
per minute and N25 per minute
respectively, What this means is
that calls exclusively made on the
MTN network within hours of
increased business activities, usu-
ally between 7am and 7pm. now
atract a tariff of only N30,
whereas those made within hours
of increased domestic activities,
usually between Tpm and Tam,
go for N25. The service is
charged purely as per second and
al no premium - 50k per second
for peak calls and 42k per second
for off-peak calls. By implication,
a user pays as he or she goes,
maximizing the usage of avail-
able airtime. This also means a
custorner can spend as little as N5
for 20 seconds call which is
enough to say so much. MTN is
truly making phone calls accessi-
ble to all - no more barriers, no
more hassles.

Similarly, calls to three ‘fami-
ly and friends’ mimbers will
atiract 50% ie. customers will
pay as linle as NIS per minute

) e buoyant
thythm of life, leading mobile

during peak period and N12.5 off

peak. These are ‘also tharged per

smorxi'[hammllmplmmof-

this, therefoe, is that a user enjoys

double “airtime value on calls’

placed on three ‘'family and
friends’ numbers ‘round the clock

rm MTN network. With Xira .

Conmect, an MTN subscriber is
empowered to talk bountfully and
laugh for as long as possible on
the . No more rush-
ing 1o end your call. You can now
talk and express you self the way

you want to. What a wonderful -

time to join the MTN network
COIMITINLY.

The product also guarantees an
all time low SMS rate of N7 per
SMS for MTIN to MTN messages.
Similarly, customers on this pack-
age also receive 60 free Call Me
messages so he or she can place a

- call in moments of exigency or

need on a monthly basis.

Again, a customer can have
access (o the MTN network onl
needs to make or receive a caii
SMS or MMS within 90 days and
such customer has access to the
MTN network for life. To enjoy
the fabulous possibilities encapsu-
lated in the Xtra Connect,
all a user do is 0 send 700 to a

dedicated migration code, 131 by

SMS on the MTN network.
Commenting on the new 1
Olu Akanmu, General Manager,
Consumer  Marketing, ]\?I%E;]
Nigeria, said that MTN has
bm;rghk,gSM services wl(l\;éllsh—
ingly close to everyone including
members of the lowest social sira-
tum, adding that the company has
"made calls on its network as
affordable as pire water.”

While unveiling the company's -

pricing plans and reward bumites
at the event, Ahmad Farrouhis.

-oﬂ‘u'ingslmebcm
- together to deliver the ‘pléasures
. of life..in full measure’ for every

Chief Executive Officer. MTN
said that the re-structurcd tanff
and the enthralling package of

and reward

specially put

class of customers on the MTN
network, maintaining that "it is a
most friendly, value-laden pack-

_  age which is yetunprecedented in
this market.”

Speaking on the MTN Xira
ordinary range of products which
includes MTN Xtra Connect,
MTN Xtra Cool, MTN Xta
Profit, MTN Xtra Pro, MTN Xira
Special, as well as value added
services such as MTN Loaded,
MTN Caller Tunez, Mobile
Office; MTN Connecidlife, MTN
Share 'n’ Sell, Farroukh argued
that these are revolutionary devel-

opments. According 1o him, they
are products that are reminiscent
of the bold and revolutionary
move that MTN made five years

© ago o democratize access (o leke-

phone services.”

MTN is Nigena 's leading
mobile ielephony operator and a
major initialor and sponsor of life-
transforming programmes in the
ants, IT, sports. tourism, and enter-
tainment. The company is equally
in the vanguard revolutionary
Corporate Social Responsibility
with robust and sustainable pro-
Jjects aimed at improving the qual-
ity of life of Nigerians. The com-
pany’s sustained effort in social
intervention has attracted flurmy of
commendations from credible
local and international organizi-
tions.

With reference to DFID/SLGP advert published
in THISDAY Newspaper pf Tuesday September

26, 2006,

“Draft Call For Eol’s for IBP

Preparatory Studies” on page 14, please note
that “As part of SLGP’s partnership with Kaduna
State, the programme is assisting the Ministry of
Water Resources Lo prepare an issue based project
(IBP) to improve the delivery of water to rural

communities™.

State and Loecal Government Programme,
40, Mississippi Street,
r, T, )

Maitama, Abuja




