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- BLECOM = services

providers  in the

country have been
urpad to embrace the Hcensed
interconneclion clearing
houses in the drive to reduce
the: cost of telephone services.
President, Medallion Commu-
nications Limited, Tkechulowu
‘Nnamani, who made this call
in 4 recent correspondent with
the BUSINESS TIMES, said
that the operators fncur a high
trahsmission cost in moving
calls from one switching cen-
ter to mn ier, which conld ba
eli =i} }" the inte
tion operators.
According to Nnamani, for
sume operntors all their inter-
contiect truiiic has v el is

Lagos first before it is ex-

Stosies by
Elvis Eromosale

changed with other eperators.
The unfortunate thing i most
of the cases is that the sub-
seriber for whick the call is
meant is actually i the same
cify that the call was origi-
nated, but because of the ab-
sence of inferconnection
points in the state capitals, the
calls are firsi routed out of the

staie to be exchanged and then

it slarts a return journey fo the
same city to be ferminated. e
adiied that this leads fo higher
cost of the call, high potential
for call diop, and overal] ineffi-
“titncy of the entire system. -

- The Presidemt revealed that
whtle the interconnect ex-

charige cperators ready
solve the problem by deploy-
ing different interconnection
platform in the major cities,
there is still refuctance from
the GSM operators to
patronise the service. PTOs
and CDMA operators have
embraced the project,
He however explained that
the reluctance is as a result
of the raging war on intercon-
neet termination rates. The
GSM operators are not happy
with the current NGIM11.52k
being paid to them on inter-
connection charges. They
want a minimum of

NGN16.50k or better still
- NGN18.60. The current 2

proach is to shut off their neI::

- Works from other operators

.adﬁptod

o ‘whoare not willing to pay the
_above rate to them. Access is

being limited to a few Els or
in some cases few voice lines
to other o tors. Unidil this
issues of inierconnect rate is
resolved to the satisfaction of
the GSM operators, the situ-
ation is likely to remain the
same. This is currently affect-
ing the establishment of inter-
connection to the Intercon-~
nect Operators by the GSM

/' operators.

namani posited that the so-
lution (o resolving the current
interconnect logjam is first
for the NCC to issue the long
awaited resolution on the new
interconnect rates noting that
the sooner a new rateﬁls
industry the
s!akﬂmlder

_Whi]e it is ki the rates

Mobile Signature holds
seminar for cybercafes
OBILE SIGMNATLURE Nigerian's leading domain name
| ation comwany, has concludes plans fo host a sem
wll.gbteuc}'bumféowmrwn how to leverage on their

ing inft o create aqditional streams on incomes for thei

nesseEs. !

The seminar billed for Friday, February 24, af the Fate Foun
hali, Water House, ljora is expected to show cybercafe owner
maximise their assets.

According to the company’s Chief technology officer,
Dlatimilehin, Mobile Signature seeks to partner with cafe ow
deliver other services such as refailing bulk SMS, domain nar
tion and web hosting to their existing customers, whilst oflerin,
cal suppori and consumer ssrvice.

He stated that the firm has designed an SMS entrerprize
gives cafe owners capability fo own an SMS gateway th
t 500,000 SMS's at once for as low as N7.530 per SMS
margins of up to 45 per cent on each SMS sent.

Nokia expands the scope of mobility
CEIA, world leader in mobile communications, fast week 2t
the 3GSM World Congress in Barcelona, Spain vnveiled th
new devices; mntroduced its first UMA network solution;

&mbedadﬂsbmt ﬁ'equemy variants for the Nekia Fim WODMA
i anew coor on DVi.1H

i
The inoovati s =

the Mokiz 6131 and
GEM as well as the hokia 6136
U:ﬂmudﬂnhieﬁmtss {UMA) device. The Nokia 6131 comesin a
fold sign and offers a 1.3 megapinel camera, while the Mokia 6170
mmam form aid offers bmm: camera phone capabilities af
am affordable price point.
- TheNokta 6136 UMA device, whtchcm switch seamiessly hetwedn
GSM&!G‘WKMMW Mwadcs(‘w LAN), citers users more neliable

Al affice with poor cellular caverage. Nokizalso
‘mmched :UMA nawwk wiu‘"ml that enables operators to deliver

Thubar ar; 0 ibers over WLAM acorss networks,
thesehy imrmmngmmh service availability. With both UMA nat-
weouk equipment and a UMA capable handset, Nokiz isabie to provide
,amm;i\m emd-io-end UMA offering.

- APC at ICT for government

LOBAL, end-to-end solution provider for real-time infrastiue
American Power Conversion {APC), was al in
fourth ICT for Goversment cvent, which took place ut the

 Centre recently.
asap is to build c::patﬁy
. inciudin rmi {4 1and
F2T for the socio-eoonomic fand

Ingroverment of the delfivery of public services thmugb eGovernment
APC’s Barend Jonker, Systems Engineer and HPP Accoumt M.\smgrr

i!rEnghﬂn—qlmkmgAﬁn&, spaikce on how organisations can build 2

, chesper end with & higher leve] of everall availability

vider, last ‘week °

Lagos comumissioned its oﬂ’m :
complex, even as it lsunched

é IRTUAL Africa Solu  viees

tions Limited, a value 0
added services pro» -

: chrdmgw(iymﬁe,\mg

the first of its bouqmt ofser- .

vices, the prepaid | mtem
tional a.allmgcaad

The company’s Managmg ot
director, Andre Gyenfie saidin - .

his speech that the launch of  with e

WAS is an answer 0 the dy-
namic communication needs’
of Migerians as it plans to -

harmonige the airtime.di
bution and vatue'addad

vibrant and a key player int the
global market. -

irecior, telecom, in the Mis-
v who represented that

** Minister, Sabo Ahmed said
.- that ‘the opening up of the
- sub-sector to both local and

: :-3' andmw by locking at the Network Critical Physical Infrastic-
- e (BCPL), i P power, cooling, racks and physi

| stewse-
e, secuity and pimm cablmgmd data mtrcﬁwgemem

Today, Wm ofcompanies are centring their stralegic
initiatives around the concepls of standardi snd Vickation
this Jicable than in the dota contre. The tradi-
umlwmhmdhfmma@mﬂm foroes entorprizses to build
out to full projected capacity from day one.

“The oulogne i a long deployment schedule and millions of dollass
Wmmm—uu!mﬂmﬂmcm:e As aresult, itis rarely, ifeves

ble enongh to keep up with today’ sdw,ngmg TT needs.

I"‘ ‘HE mtervmtmn at he

sented with the new'K!a
tima car he wott,

Dike’s mother, Mmha
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'-_'_._tomhmceefﬁclmﬂymd‘;@w; 5 i g e

quality'servi
vas has Lifetree and N-Soft

by the Executive Lamm—-

sioner, Llcensm,g md Cum

3 Byﬂmg r profection to the next level, comparics are chenging

fhe way data centres are deployed.
Says()aﬁﬂeynhan&mmiry general manager: Africa at APC: “By
AP would only incui
gl\’«'m time. To achieve the
mihbleomtw:ngs, the ideal data centre architecturs
would cally have the power and cooling infrastructure nesded st ihe
Troment; it wonld onty tzke the spacs that it needed at ihe woment ad
ﬁwwléndymmmms(s on capital lnﬁaslrwq.im
Being tsed. M would be perfectly scaleable.”

: Mmmoﬁ!mmch&ssysts] 'lmﬁders club

2 fierther recognise and support its gzl partners,
P ia hs | ls&md?ed "‘ystem Builders Chub {(SRL)

Cﬂp&vﬂy that

e . advan ntage of being enpoged o
techrical and sales L'm:}mg faclimes dnd rezeive
mm@tdmlopment 3
: Shysteni Duihders MmAywumMmagcr fof Nigeria ane
‘Ghans, v sddressed the stdience at the launch in Lagos last wealr,
saul members wioild dlse become part of a werldwide network of

ity - n\rp&mng also, nmbmsgn.n ACCESS

ﬁmwmﬂm sgcdﬂ»e chubgca gy to help
: : aw spetitive bace

. Swetegn P mml?m&ﬂ.tocalmcmswﬂhioﬂim~
tomers. Tho club i et schiema that afns m




